is the condition of the poor beggar; for if he beg
not his food, he dies of hunger; and if he beg it, he
dies of shame; and yet necessity constrains him to
beg.' And thereupon Solomon says that it is better
to die than to live in poverty. And this same Solomon
says that it is better to die the bitter death than to
live in such wise. For these reasons that I have given,
and for many others that I could adduce, I grant you
that riches are good for those who have well acquired
them, and for those who use them well. And there-
fore will I show you how you should bear yourself
in acquiring wealth, and how you should use it.
"First, you should get it without any great desire,
and leisurely, and gradually, and not over eagerly.
For the man who is too desirous of gathering riches
abandons himself first to theft and to all other evils.
And thereupon says Solomon: 'A merchant shall
hardly keep himself from doing wrong, and a huck-
ster shall not be freed from sin.' He says also: 'The
wealth that cometh hastily unto a man goeth soon
and passeth lightly away from him; but the wealth
that cometh by a little and a little waxeth alway and
multiplieth.' And, sir, you shall acquire riches by
your wisdom and by your labour to your own profit;
and that without wronging or doing harm to any
other person. For the law provides that no man shall
legally become rich who injures another in the proc-
ess; that is to say, that Nature forbids, and rightfully,
that a man acquire wealth at another's expense. And
Tullius says: "No sorrow, no fear of death, nay noth-
ing that may befall a man, is so much against Nature
as for a man to increase and take his profit at the
expense of another. And though the great man and
the mighty man acquire riches more easily than thou,
yet be not idle nor slow in gaining thine own profit;
for thou must, in all things, avoid idleness.* For Solo-
mon says that idleness teaches a man to do many evil ,
things. And the same Solomon says that he that la-
bours and busies himself to till his land shall cat

